DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
were of their own making. Did I believe that? He thought the
Jews were just buffeted about. For his own part he had lost all
feeling of Jewish cohesion.
I do think this. But I do not believe diere is any Jew, anywhere,
who has lost all feeling of Jewish cohesion. Many wish they
could, but none do.
The second letter came from a Jewess in South Africa. She
wrote in deep distress about events in Insanity Fair. Up to the
last, she wrote, she believed that England had something up her
sleeve, but now, 'the strong arm that England used to wield lay
withered beneath the poppies in Flanders fields*. But the book
had been a comfort to her in this mental agony that so many
people are experiencing in our time: it was, she said, in a shell-
burst of superlatives, magnificent, gallant, terrible. Then she
asked, 'You write repeatedly of your Jewish "acquaintances".
Have you never had a Jewish friend? What have you in your
heart for the Jews? Is it pity?'
Stimulating sentences, that acted on me like the cue that
prompts an actor to his lines*
The word 'acquaintances' was carefully chosen. I have never
had a Jewish friend, I never shall. I could, if Jews were Jews,
subjects of a Jew state, avowedly foreigners in other lands, not
professedly Germans, Englishmen, Hungarians, Austrians, Poles.
I have sharpened my wits on the conversation of Jews, I admire
their quick-wittedness. If there were a Jewish nation I would
make it an ally of England because I believe that, for their own
cause, the Jews would fight like lions. I know that many of them
fought in the armies of Germany and France and England, I
know that each of these Jews wanted his side to win. But I also
know that they had less to fear if their side lost, that they prosper
in defeat and chaos. I saw this in Germany and Austria and
Hungary.
I distrust the fiction that these Jews are Germans or Frenchmen
or Englishmen, when I know that they are in all countries closely
welded communities working, first and foremost, for the Jewish
cause. Walk any Saturday evening along Oxford Street or

